Developmental editing: Fiction example
Anna stepped off the train and looked around the station. She had not visited Blackwater for ten years. The town looked exactly the same. She felt nervous because she was about to confront her father.	Comment by Editor: The opening establishes a potentially strong conflict between Anna and her father. However, the narrative shifts into descriptions and memories that delay the central storyline. Please consider bringing the confrontation forward to maintain reader engagement.
The station café was still there. Anna bought a coffee and sat by the window. She remembered coming here as a child with her friends after school. The coffee was good. The café owner had painted the walls blue.
Across the street, a florist displayed roses and tulips. Anna spent several minutes looking at the flowers. Then she remembered the time she won a gardening competition when she was thirteen. Her teacher had congratulated her in front of the whole class.	Comment by Editor: The gardening competition memory does not appear connected to the main conflict. Could this section either support Anna's emotional journey or be removed?
Meanwhile, her father waited at home. He had not spoken to Anna since she left Blackwater after an argument ten years earlier. He wondered if she would ever forgive him.	Comment by Editor: The father's perspective appears briefly and then disappears. Please consider expanding his role or maintaining a single point of view.
Anna finished her tea, walked through the town centre and stopped outside the old cinema. Many of her favourite films had played there. She thought about buying a house in Blackwater one day. The afternoon passed quickly.	Comment by Editor: Anna bought coffee in paragraph 2. Should this read 'coffee', or should the text mention her ordering another drink?	Comment by Editor: This section promises an important reunion but ends before any meaningful development occurs. Please consider ending with a stronger narrative turning point.

